Perspectives on craniofacial asymmetry. VI. The hamartoses.
The hamartoses are a large group of disorders with autosomal dominant inheritance or sporadic occurrence. The genes responsible for some have been localized to specific chromosomes and in several instances, genetic heterogeneity has been established. Thus neurofibromatosis and tuberous sclerosis are no longer single entities. For example, the gene for Type I neurofibromatosis is on chromosome 17 and the gene for Type II is on chromosome 22. In this paper, genetic aspects of the hamartoses are updated and asymmetry is discussed in Sturge-Weber angiomatosis, epidermal nevus syndrome, Gardner syndrome, neurofibromatosis, and Proteus syndrome.